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INTRODUCTION
Th e genus Didelotia Baill. is now part of tribe Amherstieae (Estrella et al. 2018) of Leguminosae subfamily Detarioideae (LPWG 2017) . Including the new species described here there are 13 species known in Didelotia (Burgt 2016), all of which are forest trees endemic to the Guineo-Congolian Region in Africa.
Recently a fi rst fl owering specimen was collected from a tree that had always been identifi ed as Didelotia brevipaniculata J. Léonard (8) asymmetrical, rectangular-oblong, the middle ones largest, gradually decreasing in size towards the apex and the base of the leaf, both sides somewhat glossy, slightly paler green below, upper surface glabrous, lower surface with a few small hairs when young; base asymmetrical; apex obliquely rounded, minutely emarginate; midrib prominent on lower surface; main lateral nerves numerous, more evident on lower surface, anastomosing and forming a marginal nerve at a short distance from the edge.
Infl orescence
Axillary, up to 17 cm long and 4 cm wide, pendant; with short, densely fl owered, lateral axes inserted alternately along the main axis; with several basal bud scales, broadly ovate, progressively becoming larger distally, apex bilobed, veins parallel, almost glabrous except for a fringe of hairs on the edge; main axis of infl orescence densely pale brown pubescent; bract at base of lateral axis resembling a bud scale.
Flowers
Floral bract caducous, broadly ovate, up to 5 × 4 mm, veins parallel, a few hairs on the outside, glabrous inside, with a fringe of hairs on the edge; pedicel pink, 4-5 mm long, pale brown, velutinous; bracteoles 2, valvate when enveloping the bud, elliptic, pinkish outside and red inside, 5 × 3 mm, outside with a few hairs, inside glabrous, nerves parallel; receptacle 1 mm high, 3 mm diam. at the top, glabrous; disk pale brown, 3 mm diam., 1 mm high, glabrous, centre depressed; sepals 5, reddish, rectangular, c. 
Fruits
Oblong-rectangular, dull, glabrous, c. 6 × 2.5 cm, beak to 3 mm long, sutures not winged; one faint longitudinal vein running from the base to the apex.
NOTES
Th e tree from which the fl owering type specimen was collected was 18 m high. Th e 40 meter height in the species description is based on the information from a single tree (JJFE de Wilde s.n.) but knowing the stem diameter from several other individuals (see Fig. 2A ) it is likely to be correct. Information from collections of the related D. afzelii indicates that that species can also fl ower when still relatively small (Burgt 2016: 52) . Th e fruit description is based on material collected from the ground, that was probably immature (Breteler 13394).
On his line drawing of Didelotia (Toubaouate) brevipaniculata in the "Flore forestière", Aubréville (1959: 299) indicated that the fl ower is from his collection no. 4053 near Grabo, in south-west Ivory Coast. Regrettably this specimen cannot be found in the Paris herbarium. Th e illustrated fl ower does not, however, agree with those from the type specimen cited in this publication. Th e most likely explanation is that Aubréville only had fl ower buds and no open fl owers, and that several fl ower parts are not fully grown yet. Th e fruit shown on this illustration is likely based on a specimen from Cameroon, as it matches that of D. brevipaniculata s.s and in any case, does not belong to D. gracillima. Other specimens from south-west Ivory Coast are without doubt D. gracillima. 
